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under his leadership that the paper was the
recipient of several awards and citations. A
partial listing of these tributes include certifi-
cates of appreciation from the Junior Chamber
of Commerce, St. Thomas (1961), Boy Scouts
of America (1961), The National Safe Boating
Week Committee (1966), a Public Service
award form the United States Department of
Labor (1970), and an anniversary award from
the Charlotte Amalie High School (1971).

On occasions of various anniversaries of the
paper, letters of commendation have been re-
ceived from prominent National, International,
and Local figures and organizations. Some of
these are Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of
the United States (1959); John D. Merwin
(former), Governor, U.S. Virgin Islands (1961);
Hubert H. Humphrey, Vice President of the
United States (1965); Fred Seaton, U.S. Sec-
retary of Interior (1959); Lord Mayor of Dublin
(1954); Erik Eriksen, Danish Information Serv-
ices (1967); William H. Hastie, Judge United
States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
(1954); Syril E. King, Governor, U.S. Virgin Is-
lands (1975); Women'’s League, St. Thomas
(1966); Ralph M. Paiwdonsky, Governor, U.S.
Virgin Islands (1975); The Very Reverend Ed-
ward J. Harper, Bishop, Roman Catholic Dio-
cese, St. Thomas, V.I. (1975).

These expressions attest to the successful
role the newspaper has played in fulfilling its
obligation to protect the democratic process
and to provide for good, clean government. To
achieve these goals, Mr. Melchior even took
his cause to the courts.

A classic example in which he challenged
violations of the Constitution was the case of
Melchior v. St. Thomas Park Authority, et al.,
1966. In that case, Mr. Melchior contested the
action of the local Park Authority for prohib-
iting or restricting the use of any part of
Magen’s Bay on St. Thomas to the public be-
cause the beach was conveyed from Arthur S.
Fairchild for the use of the people of the Virgin
Islands in perpetuity. The court agreed and
granted a permanent injunction against the
Park Authority and the Government of the Vir-
gin Islands.

In another instance via the Daily News, Mr.
Melchior’s charge of irregularity in Government
was brought to the public’s attention during
congressional hearings on the Virgin Islands
Elective Bill on June 20, 1968. Remarks made
at this hearing by representative John P.
Saylor indicated that there was a violation of
the Hatch Act by Government employees. The
Daily News further charged that the persons
involved were duly notified and warned. In the
conclusion of his remarks, Mr. Sailor gave
credit to the paper for its commitment to pre-
serving good government.

Always a champion in civic matters, in 1939
Mr. Melchior intervened when the name of
Alvaro de Lugo, the first native born U.S.
Postmaster was omitted from the bronze
plaque which was being installed in the U.S.
Post Office in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas.
He brought the omission to the attention of the
U.S. Fourth Assistant Postmaster General,
Smith W. Purden. As a result, the name of the
Postmaster and the Governor, Lawrence
Cramer, were included.

Besides the power of the press, it was also
through personal involvement as a concerned
citizen or through his civic affiliations that Mr.
Melchior has continued to contribute his serv-
ices and expertise to the community. After the
sale of the Daily News in 1978 to the Gannett
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Publishing Company, he concentrated on sev-
eral other goals. He established the Ariel
Melchior, Sr. Foundation, an agency which
among other activities rented scholarships to
students or other persons with interests in
journalism.

In addition, the foundation, along with the
St. Thomas Historic Trust, in 1980, erected a
bust of the late Antonio Jarvis, an outstanding
Virgin Islander. The life-sized bronze statue is
based on a six-foot marble pedestal. Areas
depicting Mr. Jarvis’s specialties are attached
on six “books” on which his arm rests. The
memorial is housed in the educator's park in
St. Thomas.

Another of his personal accomplishments is
the publication of “Thoughts Along the Way”
(1980). A compilation of selected Daily News
Editorials, the book gives an in-depth look into
life in the Virgin Islands. A second publication,
“Commentaries—from the Archives,” is a
compilation of several letters of special signifi-
cance, a photo file and copies of awards and
citations to him and the Daily News. Earlier
publications are a “Souvenir of the American
Virgin Islands” (1953) and “Virgin Islands
Magazine” (1936-1963). This periodical was
awarded a scroll of honorable mention in 1952
from the Professional League of Virgin Island-
ers in New York for its “excellent example of
modern magazine make-up and journalistic
content.”

Many of the organizations with which he has
been affiliated have, through the years ac-
knowledged his contributions. A member of
the Inter-American Press Association (In 1969
he was named vice chairman by the president
of the association, James S. Coplen). In rec-
ognition of this position, he was commended
by prominent figures in the newspaper pub-
lishing industry. In 1973, he was among sev-
enteen residents honored by the V.I. Academy
of Arts and Letters for the contributions to the
cultural heritage of the territory. In addition,
Mr. Melchior received a plaque as evidence of
his membership in the association. He was
also awarded a plaque in 1979 for his out-
standing service to the Rotary Club of St.
Thomas. In 1979 he was awarded a service
award in recognition of outstanding service as
a senior member of the Governing Board of
the Virgin Islands Port Authority. In that same
year he received a certificate of appreciation
for his personal interest in making the inten-
sive care unit at the Knud-Hansen Memorial
Hospital a reality. Other agencies recognizing
his contributions include Virgin Islands Na-
tional Guard, Boy Scouts of America, Junior
Chamber of Commerce, and executive board
of the Rotary Club of St. Thomas. A few other
outstanding certificates include the Navy
League’s certification of Life Membership, the
United States Congressional Advisory Board'’s
Certificate in Grateful Recognition of his Out-
standing Services and the 1982 Trustees Dis-
tinguished Achievement Award from the Col-
lege of the Virgin Islands, now the University
of the Virgin Islands. He is currently a member
of the board of Overseers of the University
and was its keynote speaker at the 1982 grad-
uation ceremonies. The Virgin Islands Legisla-
ture has publicly recognized the contributions
of Mr. Melchior on two separate occasions. In
1950, the fifteenth Legislative Assembly ap-
proved a resolution on the event of his twen-
tieth year as a newspaper publisher, and in
1975 the eleventh Legislature approved a res-
olution in honor of his 45th year as a pub-
lisher.
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It was Francis Xavier Cervantes, Regional
housing director, who in 1975 best summa-
rized Mr. Melchior's impact on his community
with this quote, “The past of the Virgin Islands
is wrapped around him like a cloak, and the
future will regard him as the elder statesman
that he is.”

Formerly married to the late Violet Cruz, he
was the father of their seven children: Earle,
Marjorie Melchior Preston, Valerie Melchior
Wade, Ariel Jr., Rita Melchior Watley, Norma
and Laurel.

He and his second wife, Gertrude Lockhart
Dudley Melchior, are world travelers who have
visited many countries in Europe, Asia, Cen-
tral America, South America, and the Carib-
bean. An avid sportsman, Mr. Melchior enjoys
deep sea fishing and sailing.

Mr. Speaker, the description of Ariel
Melchior, Sr.’s accomplishments which | recite
here today, is taken from a book entitled “Pro-
files of Outstanding Virgin Islanders”, written
by Ruth Moolenaar of St. Thomas.

A TRIBUTE TO LANGSTON HUGHES
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, this year is the
100th anniversary of the birth of Langston
Hughes (February 1, 1902). Schools, univer-
sities, libraries, and organizations around the
country are celebrating his life. | want to take
the time to recognize an outstanding individual
who has contributed greatly to this country.

Hughes was born in Joplin, Missouri to abo-
litionist parents and attended high school in
Cleveland, Ohio where he first began writing
poetry. At his father’'s encouragement, Hughes
attended Columbia University to studying engi-
neering for a “practical” job. However, Hughes
left the field in order to pursue his love for
words. Hughes received a scholarship to Lin-
coln University, in Pennsylvania, where he
eventually received his B.A. degree in 1929.
His first published poem was “The Negro
Speaks of Rivers” and became one of his
most famous works.

Hailed as a genius, Hughes gave the gift of
words to a country in turmoil. His writing
began to flourish during the Harlem Renais-
sance of the 1920's and 30's, a time in which
racism, war, the Depression, and other social
ills plagued this nation. Hughes traveled
throughout Europe, West and Central Africa
during the early 1920's and returned to Har-
lem in 1924.

In the following year he moved from Harlem
to Washington, DC. While in our nation’s cap-
ital, he was heavily influenced by the blues
and jazz scene. His work captured the dy-
namic of black music on paper, inspiring aca-
demia to study and recognize the uniqueness
of black music as being an authentic American
art form.

Some of Hughes' most famous works are
Not Without Laughter (1930), The Big Sea
(1940), and | Wonder As | Wander (1956), his
autobiographies. His poetry includes Tambou-
rines To Glory (1958), The Weary Blues
(1926), The Negro Mother and other Dramatic
Recitations (1931), The Dream Keeper (1932),
Shakespeare In Harlem (1942), and The Best
of Simple (1961).
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In all, he wrote 16 books of poems, two
novels, three collections of short stories, four
volumes of editorial and documentary-type fic-
tion, 20 plays, children’s poetry, musicals and
operas, 3 autobiographies, a dozen radio and
television scripts and dozens of magazine arti-
cles. He also edited seven anthologies.

He continued throughout his life to write and
edit literary works up until his death on May
22, 1967 when he succumbed to cancer.
Later, his residence at 20 East 127th Street in
Harlem was given landmark status by the New
York City Preservation Commission. His block
of East 127th Street was renamed ‘“Langston
Hughes Place.”

We are inspired by the words of Langston
Hughes; “We build our temples for tomorrow,
as strong as we know how and we stand on
the top of the mountain, free within ourselves.”
Hughes was a notable figure in America’s his-
tory and his voice will live on throughout future
generations.

——

BURMA
HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, | am deeply dis-
turbed by the horrifying reports of increasing
repression in Burma. Accounts detail ongoing
massacres, torture, burning of villages and
churches, and forced labor of villagers by Bur-
ma’'s military regime in the Karen state and
throughout the country. Despite the regime’s
promises of change and liberalization, Burma'’s
military dictatorship has shown more of the
same terrible treatment of the people—re-
cently a dozen innocent civilians, including
children and babies were massacred.

| have in my office graphic photos showing
the April 28, 2002, massacre in Burma’'s
Dooplaya district. The photos show the bodies
of victims stacked neatly after their murder.
The regime’s soldiers shot and killed Naw
Daw Bah, a two-year-old girl, and Naw Play
and Naw Ble Po, two five-year-old girls. Nine
others were shot, but fortunately escaped, in-
cluding a six-year old boy who played dead
until the military left the site. These first-per-
son accounts, plus the photos, provide incon-
trovertible evidence of the State Peace and
Development Council's (SPDC) horrifying
human rights abuses and crimes against hu-
manity as they continue their attempt to sub-
jugate the entire country through whatever
means they see necessary.

Mr. Speaker, what possible threat do babies
and two and five-year-old little girls present to
military men with arms?

Numerous reports from eyewitnesses and
credible human rights organizations reveal that
this latest massacre is but one example of an
ongoing campaign of terror by Burma’s military
regime against its own people. The SPDC has
burned down scores of villages and forcibly re-
located villagers to areas near military bases
to be forced laborers. During attacks on vil-
lages, the military also has burned down
places of worship and tortured and killed min-
isters and monks. The military regime drove
thousands of Karen and other ethnic villagers
into hiding in the jungle—these internally dis-
placed people have tried to flee to Thailand to
Join the 120,000 plus living in refugee camps.
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In Burma’s Shan state, hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of women have been raped by Burma’s
SPDC in its quest to dominate those who
struggle for freedom and democracy.

Shockingly, Burma’s military regime oper-
ates with impunity. Amnesty International, in
its most recent report on Burma, says, “No at-
tempt appears to have been made by the
SPDC [regime] to hold members of the
tatmadaw [military] accountable for violations
which they committed, and villagers do not
have recourse to any complaint mechanism or
other means of redress.”

Mr. Speaker, no one should be forced to
live like a hunted animal always on the run, in
fear for its life. It is time that the international
community wake and take action against the
horrors occurring in Burma. While the military
regime woos diplomats, business guests, and
others in downtown Rangoon, Burma’s people
are fleeing in fear of intensifying and acute re-
pression. Our government and the inter-
national community must press the SPDC to
immediately cease its campaign of terror
against the people of Burma. | urge my col-
leagues to join in solidarity with the Burmese
people by raising their voices for freedom.

———

IN GOD WE TRUST THREATENED
BY PLEDGE SUIT

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, as we are all
aware, the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals re-
cently held that the Pledge of Allegiance is un-
constitutional because the phrase “under
God,” combined with daily recitation of the
Pledge, violates the establishment clause of
the Constitution. Following their victory, the
plaintiffs vowed to challenge the motto, “In
God We Trust,” which appears on American
currency. Fair Lawn, New Jersey Mayor and
numismatic expert David L. Ganz recently
published an article in the Numismatic News
that analyzes why “In God We Trust” was
chosen as the national motto, and why it
should remain on our currency. With the
chair's permission, | would like to submit this
article, entitled “In God We Trust Threatened
by Pledge Suit,” for the RECORD. | also urge
the members of this body to support the cur-
rent Pledge of Allegiance and the continued
use of “In God We Trust” on our nation’s cur-
rency.

[From the Numismatic News, July 16, 2002]
‘IN GOD WE TRUST’ THREATENED BY PLEDGE
SUIT—UNDER THE GLASS
(By David L. Ganz)

Front-page news and accompanying legis-
lative denunciations have greeted the deci-
sion of the United States Court of Appeals
for the 9th Circuit that the nation, ‘‘under
God,” indivisible, in the Pledge of Allegiance
is unconstitutional. The successful plaintiffs
have separately pledged to initiate an attack
on the national motto, “‘In God we Trust” to
remove it from U.S. currency.

Although the motto has been attacked sev-
eral times in other appellate courts—the Su-
preme Court has never explicitly ruled on
it—there is some question as to what success
this might have, and the consequences to
coin and paper money design.

Involved is the case of Newdow v. U.S. Con-
gress, 00-16423 (9th Cir. June 26, 2002), which
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was decided by the appellate court that cov-
ers California and much of the American
West, comprising 20 percent of the nation’s
population and about a third of its area and
natural resources.

Newdow, an avowed athiest, brought the
suit because his young daughter attends a
public elementary school in the Elk Grove
Unified School District in California. In ac-
cordance with state law and a school district
rule, teachers begin each school day by lead-
ing their students in a recitation of the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Young Miss Newdow is not required to say
the pledge; that was decided some 60 years
ago when the case of West Virginia v.
Barnette, a 1943 decision in which the U.S.
Supreme Court prohibited compulsory flag
salutes. Her father’s objection was that she
was intimidated by listening to it, at all.

On June 22, 1942, Congress first codified the
Pledge in Public Law 642 as ‘‘I pledge alle-
giance to the flag of the United States of
America and to the Republic for which it
stands, one Nation indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.” (The codification is
found in 36 U.S.C. §1972.)

A dozen years later, on June 14, 1954, Con-
gress amended Section 1972 to add the words
‘“under God” after the word ‘‘Nation” (Pub.
L. No. 396, Ch. 297 68 Stat. 249 (1954) (‘‘1954
Act”)). The Pledge is currently codified as “‘I
pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United
States of America, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all” (4
U.S.C. §4 (19998)).

The following year, 1955, largely at the in-
stigation of Matt Rothert, later president of
the American Numismatic Association, Con-
gress amended the U.S. Code to require the
national motto to be placed on all coins and
currency. (Earlier, Congress took action to
place the motto on the two-cent piece (1864),
and on some gold coins (1908)).

There is some utility in reviewing what
the Pledge of Allegiance is, and for that mat-
ter, the history of the national motto, “‘In
God we Trust,” where the ‘“we’ is not cap-
italized and all other letters are.

Francis Bellamy, a Baptist minister with
socialist leanings, wrote the original version
of the Pledge of Allegiance Sept. 8, 1892, for
a popular family magazine, The Youth’s Com-
panion, a Reader’s Digest-like periodical of
the era.

The original pledge language was ‘‘I pledge
allegiance to my Flag and to the Republic
for which it stands, one nation, indivisible,
with liberty and justice for all.”

A generation later, in 1923 the pledge was
adopted by the first National Flag Con-
ference in Washington, where some partici-
pants expressed concerns that use of the
words ‘“‘my flag’” might create confusion for
immigrants, still thinking of their home
countries. So the wording was changed to
‘“‘the Flag of the United States of America.”
In 1954, Congress after a campaign by the
Knights of Columbus added the words,
‘“under God,” to the Pledge. The Pledge was
now both a patriotic oath and a public pray-
er.
Legislation approved July 11, 1955, made
the appearance of “‘In God we Trust’’ manda-
tory on all coins and paper currency of the
United States. By Act of July 30, 1956, ‘‘In
God we Trust” became the national motto of
the United States.

Several courts have been asked to construe
whether or not the motto was unconstitu-
tional and a violation of the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution—freedom of reli-
gion arguments being raised.

In a 10th circuit Court of Appeals case aris-
ing in Colorado, Gaylor v. US, 74 F.3d 214
(10th Cir. 1996), the Court quoted a number of
Supreme Court precedents and concluded
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